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Aim and Scope of this Survey:

The primary purpose of this survey, which began in August 2024, is to elucidate how people perceive Japan's
diplomacy, national security, and the international situation surrounding Japan. The media have conducted
similar surveys on these themes in the past. Nonetheless, the questions were often limited in scope and
conducted sporadically. Thus, they were not necessarily designed to capture long-term trends. Our survey aims
to understand the public's perceptions amid the rapidly changing international environment surrounding Japan.
Further, it seeks to examine them from a long-term perspective while comparing them with similar surveys
conducted in other countries to achieve a deeper understanding.

On our 4th Survey:

There were some changes in the Japanese public's overall perception of diplomatic and security issues, amidst
changes in the Prime Minister of Japan. Notable shifts are evident in relations with the United States: the
proportion of respondents who view Japan-U.S. relations as favorable, as well as those who support Japanese
government foreign and security policy, increased. Trust in U.S. military intervention has remained relatively
stable. There continues to be a sense of unease about the security environment against the backdrop of
perceived threats to China, Russia, and North Korea. Opposition to the use of force, Japan's own nuclear
development, and the deployment of nuclear weapons by the United States remains high.

This wave report includes the distribution of opinions by voting party as an appendix.

Past Survey: (hitps://roles.rcast.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/publications ?team=208) /\\ﬂ
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Methodology

Survey Title: UTokyo ROLES Survey - SAFER (Security, Alliance, and Foreign Engagement Research)
Survey Period: February 9-12, 2026

Sample Size: N=2146

Margin of Errors: 2.11% (Confidence level 95%)

Survey Mode: CAWI (Computer-Assisted Web Interviewing)

Population: Japanese citizens aged 18 -79.

Sampling Method (Quota sampling):

Stratification: Stratified by sex, age group, and region™ of residence based on census data.
* T regions; Hokkaido/Tohoku, Kanto, Chubu, Kinki, Chugoku, Shikoku, and Kyushu/Okinawa

Sample: Distributed to registered monitors of Rakuten Insight, Inc. via Survey Research Center, Co.,LTD.

This survey was approved by the IRB - The Ethics Review Expert Committee, The University of Tokyo (Review No. 23-363). /\\ﬂ
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Survey Results

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? (%) n = 2146

I'M CONCERNED ABOUT JAPAN'S SECURITY JAPAN SHOULD NOT USE FORCE UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES
AUG. 2024 FEB. 2025 AUG. 2025 FEB. 2026 AUG. 2024 FEB. 2025 AUG. 2025 FEB. 2026

. Agree . Somewhat agree Neither agree nor disagree Somewhat disagree . Disagree

> 65% of respondents expressed concern about Japan's security. ,\\/Aﬂ
> Over 45% of respondents think that force should not be used under any circumstances. Q 0 I_ E s 5



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? (%) n = 2146

JAPAN SHOULD INCREASE DEFENSE SPENDING U.S. NUCLEAR WEAPONS MAKE JAPAN MORE SECURE AND SAFE

AUG. 2024 FEB. 2025 AUG. 2025 FEB. 2026 AUG. 2024 FEB. 2025 AUG. 2025 FEB. 2026

. Agree . Somewhat agree . Neither agree nor disagree . Somewhat disagree . Disagree

> Those who favor an increase in defense spending are twice as likely as those who are against it ,{é
> Those who believe Japan's security is protected by the U.S. "nuclear umbrella” have outweighed those who do not. RQOLES .



Do you approve or disapprove of how the current Japanese government handles foreign and security issues in general? (%) n = 2146

B Aoprove | Somewhatapprove | Neither approve nor disapprove | Somewhat disapprove [\ Disapprove
> There are more people who are in favor of the current administration's handling of foreign policy and security issues. d
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Do you think the current Japan-U.S. and Japan-China relations are good or bad? (%) n = 2146

JAPAN-US RELATIONS JAPAN-CHINA RELATIONS
AUG. 2024 FEB. 2025 AUG. 2025 FEB. 2026 AUG. 2024 FEB. 2025 AUG. 2025 FEB. 2026

. Good . Rather good . Neither good nor bad . Rather bad . Bad

> The percentage of respondents who view Japan-U.S. relations as favorable has raised over 50%. d
/\/
> The majority view Japan-China relations as bad. Q o |_ E s .



Do you think the U.S./China influence in the world is currently getting stronger or weaker? (%) n = 2146

CHINA

Us.

AUG. 2024 FEB. 2025 AUG. 2025 FEB. 2026 AUG. 2024 FEB. 2025 AUG. 2025 FEB. 2026

. Getting stronger . Getting a little bit stronger . Staying about the same . Getting a little bit weaker . Getting weaker

> The percentage of respondents who say that U.S. influence is growing stronger has increased since the last survey. /\\ﬂ
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? (%) n = 2146

JAPAN SHOULD FURTHER STRENGTHEN
ITS ALLIANCE WITH THE USS.

AUG.2024 FEB.2025 AUG.2025 FEB.2026 AUG.2024 FEB.2025 AUG.2025 FEB.2026 AUG.2024 FEB.2025 AUG.2025 FEB.2026

JAPAN SHOULD HOST US NUCLEAR WEAPONS
JAPAN SHOULD DEVELOP ITS OWN NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN ITS TERRITORY

. Agree . Somewhat agree . Neither agree nor disagree . Somewhat disagree . Disagree

> More than 50 percent of respondents expressed reluctance or opposition to Japan developing its own nuclear &

weapons and to the deployment of U.S. nuclear weapons within Japan. Q o |_ E s 10



How likely do you think the U.S. would militarily intervene if the following circumstances happened? (%) n = 2146

IF NORTH KOREA IF NORTH KOREA
ATTACKS JAPAN ATTACKS SOUTH KOREA IF RUSSIA ATTACKS JAPAN IF CHINA ATTACKS TAIWAN IF CHINA ATTACKS JAPAN
FFFF FEPFFE FPFPFF TP F &S
- Very likely . Somewhat likely . Not very likely - Not at all likely
> The majority of respondents believe that the U.S. is likely to intervene militarily when /\\/)

North Korea, Russia, or China attacks Japan. ? O |. E S 11



Please select three of the following options that you believe are imminent threats to Japan's security. (up to 3) (%) n = 2146

45

40
-
3 — 341

30
266
25 24.0
21.3
20 /( 199
19.5
15 13.0
12.1

5

1.5 OTHERS
0
AUG 2024 FEB 2025 AUG 2025 FEB 2026

> The top three imminent threats to Japan's security remain unchanged.
> Anincreasing number of respondents view mass immigration and refugees as imminent threats.

CYBER ATTACKS

DRAGGED INTO THE WAR IN OTHER COUNTRIES
ATTACK FROM OTHER COUNTRIES

MASS IMMIGRATION & REFUGEES

ENERGY CRISIS

CLIMATE CHANGE & ENVIRONMENT ISSUES
TERRORISM
ECONOMIC DOWNTURN

PANDEMIC
DISINFORMATION

NOT APPLICABLE
(NO IMMINENT THREAT TO JAPAN)



To what extent do you think each of the following countries is a threat to Japan's security? (%) n = 2146

CHINA NORTH KOREA RUSSIA us. SOUTH KOREA INDIA
-1-6- 92 20 25 ‘240 31 24 31 7 26 19 27
TEE REED PEEED BEEE EEEE EEEE
307
331 346 434
I I : 4.6 54.8
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. Great threat . Moderate threat Little threat . No Threat

> A substantial number of respondents perceive China, Russia, and North Korea as threats to Japan's security.
Furthermore, approximately half of the respondents view the U.S. as a threat.




Appendix: Distribution of voting-party in the 2026 House of Representatives (HR) election
(* Proportional Representation (PR) district)

only voters
Actual voting percentages
in 2026 elections 44 oy

. LDP . DPFP . Sanseito Mirai Don't know /refusal
. CRA . Reiwa . CPJ Other parties
. JIP JCP . SDP Abstain

Note: LDP, Liberal Democratic Party; CRA, Centrist Reform Alliance; DPFP, Democratic Party for the People; JIP, Japan Innovation Party; JCP, Japan
Communist Party; CPJ, Conservative Party of Japan; SDP, Social Democratic Party

14



Appendix: Distribution of opinions by voting party in the 2026 HR election (in PR district)

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

I'm concerned about Japan's security -

2026 HR Elections
vote choice (PR)
Japan should not use force |
under any circumstances . LDP

CRA
JIP
Japan should increase defense spending DPEP

Sanseito

U.S. nuclear weapons make Japan
more secure and safe

0 10 20 30 40 5 60 70 80 90
Agree + Somewhat agree (%)

Note: answer choice includes 'Neither'
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Do you approve or disapprove of how the current Japanese government handles foreign and security issues in general?

38.8

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 10
Approve + somewhat approve (%)

Note: answer choice includes ‘Neither

2026 HR Elections
vote choice (PR)

B e JCP
. CRA . Sanseito
B [ oo
o o B sop
|

Reiwa Mirai
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Do you think the current Japan-U.S. and Japan-China relations are good or bad?

Japan-U.S. relations -

Japan-China relations -

656

126

30 40 50 60
Good + rather good (%)

Note: answer choice includes 'Neither'

10

80

2026 HR Elections
vote choice (PR)

B v
B cr

JIP
DPFP

Sanseito
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Do you think the U.S./China influence in the world is currently getting stronger or weaker?
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Note: answer choice includes 'Staying about the same'
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

Japan should further strengthen |
its alliance with the U.S.

Japan should develop its own nuclear weapons -

Japan should host U.S. nuclear weapons |
in its territory

30 40 50 60 10 80
Agree + somewhat agree (%)

Note: answer choice includes 'Neither'

2026 HR Elections
vote choice (PR)

B e

CRA
JIp
DPFP

Sanseito
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How likely do you think the U.S. would militarily intervene if the following circumstances happened?

If North Korea |
attacks Japan

If North Korea |
attacks South Korea

If Russia attacks Japan 4

If China attacks Taiwan

If China attacks Japan -

855
169
N 815
L — 80.1
[ 81.2

4.0
T 69.2
N (9.6
L 146
I 0.8

81.3
I 72.6
[ 741
e —— 751
[ 3.3

134
T 57.2
. 59.3
L 70.7
[ 75.0

84.9
IR 150

844
e 78.5
I — 3.3

O -

0 2 3 4 50 60 70 8 90
Vely likely + somewhat likely

2026 HR Elections
vote choice (PR)

B wr

CRA
JIP
DPFP

Sanseito
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Attack from other countries -

Dragged into the war in other countries -

Terrorism -

Mass immigration & refugees -

Economic downturn

Climate change & environment issues -

Pandemic -

Energy crisis -

Cyber attacks -

Disinformation -

Not applicable
(no imminent threat to Japan)

346

538

10 20 30 40 50
Selected ratio (%)

Please select three of the following options that you believe are imminent threats to Japan's security. (up to 3)

2026 HR Elections
vote choice (PR)

B v
B cra

JIP
DPFP

Sanseito
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To what extent do you think each of the following countries is a threat to Japan’s security?

0000000000000
China 1 I —— 3

North Korea - —793 88.4 2026 HR Elections
o T T B vote choice (PR)
e §¢.7
s 90,

Russia ~ | 5. 899;9 . LDP
S ‘ . CRA
e 471 . JIP

US. - _503 56.3
0 50,
004 DPFP
I O O O R o
I 40.5 .
R 2],
South Korea 4 e S ] . Sanseito

India - I 3 G

0 0 20 30 4 50 60 10 8 90 100
Great threat + moderate threat (%)
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