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Spearheaded by the Department of Global Security and Religion led by Professor
Satoshi Ikeuchi, the Research Center for Advanced Science and Technology (RCAST)
of the University of Tokyo established the RCAST Open Laboratory for Emergence
Strategies (ROLES) in 2020.

Of course domestically, but also on an international level, we aim to actively build
connections with think tanks, government institutions, companies and the media, so as
to gather experts in fields ranging from religion to geopolitics, ideology, security, and
science and technology. By doing so, we want to challenge the ROLES that universities
play in society, true to the term “think tank” originally sought to describe.

ROLES is literally an open "open lab" where researchers and experts can freely
exchange ideas, interact, and collaborate. In this "space," we analyze and discuss current
and urgent international issues, actively creating social contacts and interactions.

The work of ROLES members has already been featured in various national and
international print and digital mediaoutlets, and has attracted the attention of
government agencies and corporations.

Further, while ROLES is funded by government grants, university budgets, corporate
funding, and donations from volunteers, it remains unbiased, neutral and fair in its

activities.
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Now, three years after ROLES has come into being in the spring of 2020, several of
the initial projects have been completed, and ROLES is about to move on to the next
phase of its development. The parent organization of ROLES, the Ikeuchi Laboratory
of Global Security and Religion at the Institute for Advanced Science and Technology
of the University of Tokyo, has been established with one professor, one full-time
lecturer, one specially appointed assistant professor, and a total of five senior program
coordinators and specially appointed researchers. This organization has worked nimbly
and flexibly, collaborating with domestic and international researchers and practitioners
who participate in subcommittees and project teams to create ROLES, a university-
based diplomatic and security think tank. Aiming to combine the "best of both worlds"
of universities and think tanks, ROLES sets new standards for Japanese universities'
contributions to society and policy, international development and dissemination, and
explores and outlines what a think tank should be. ROLES’ s activities are developing
day by day - new projects are being launched, and new overseas hubs are being

established. Join us in the activities and be a part of this endeavor.
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Area Studies
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Middle East, Russia, Indo-Pacific, Central
Asia, United States, China

ZERERF /
Security Studies

(R LA ORRR, BT A R
EREGIH, BRI al—2 g
Traditional security issues, new security
issues, satellite imagery analysis, tabletop
exercises

¥ - BB /

Religion and ldeology
B - BRI Eg, —#
FAREFTafURL FEEHR
Liberal democracy, monotheistic religion,

religion and nationalism, religion and
society
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Reasearch on the Middle East and Islam

OLES O¥¢iild, BER Ak 5L

bzt > % —Ic 2008 4 10 HH 5
201849 HETHREIN TV 1A
LBGREMEDE | T, - 1 R TF—
L5E1E ROLES DREA= S % Tz b D —hidD
. HHNE—ARD b5LX] Tl
IMe [ART LBIREM ) & 175
TOE| R A AT—LE] &#@EI
WU, TImiiRE AR O TSR P
Bl Wh iz & 00 &V FIWICE D
AT FE LIz, 2018 4 10 i<V o—
IV F 2T o - RBSE ) ISR E
N, NREHFPHZILR U X Lizh, g -
A AT — LW U Te 8 & L R b
OB DHEZEIE, ROLES DIV BR %
HHEMTHO., WEET2ES T,

8]
]

The origin of ROLES lies in the Division of Islamic

Political Thought of the University of Tokyo's
Research Center for Advanced Science and
Technology from October 2008 to September
2018. But the research on the Middle East and
Islam is not the only "seed" from which ROLES
was born. As the Division works on major issues
such as the Arab Spring and the emergence
of the “Islamic State,” it has always tried to
answer the question of how the world order is
structured after the Cold War. While the Division
was reorganized in October 2018, becoming
the Division of Religion and Global Security
with scope and subject matters expanded, the
study of Islam and the Middle East remains
the firm foothold of ROLES to which we always
come back as we explores the relations between
religion and global security.
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Area studies in Japan are now facing headwinds.
At ROLES, we are exploring ways to re-establish
area studies rooted in language and history,
and to incorporate new methods into them for
use in diplomatic and security studies. Among
them, one of our pillars is security research
based on area studies of Russia and the former
Soviet Union countries, and we aim to gain a
three-dimensional understanding of the security
environment in Eurasia by strengthening ties
with research in other regions and research that
incorporates subjects and methods from new
areas. We promote an approach that addresses
security issues in emerging technologies such
as Al and robotics, cyber and information space,
and other new areas, and combines them with

regional research findings.

D7 - A ERERF

Research on Russia and New Territorial Security Concepts
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Indo-Pacific Transportation Security Research
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We conduct research on security in the Indo-
Pacific region, particularly from the perspective
of transportation security. Focusing on the
escalating environmental problems and their
impact on transportation infrastructure and
operations, we consider various issues in the
transportation sector from a security perspective.
The security environment surrounding the
Indo-Pacific region is undergoing a major
transformation. This is due to the competition
between the U.S. and China for dominance
as the world’s leading superpower, interstate
rivalries and arms races among regional powers,
terrorism and transnational crimes, large-scale
natural disasters, and pandemics. These issues
affect not only the safety of single nations and
their people, but also the international and
domestic transportation systems that are vital to
trade, supply chains, and exchanges.
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We observe and analyze various aspects of
the inner turmoil and disengagement from
the periphery of the domestic system and
international order, which relied on liberalism and
democracy led by the United States and Western
European countries, and the attempts to respond
to them and reconfigure the order. It will also
identify the actors and nature of the challenges
that threaten the existing international order
from the outside. We will proceed to analyze
the domestic and foreign policies of states with
authoritarian regimes, especially China, and the
increasingly influential powers of the "Global
South" that do not necessarily belong to the
Western camp, such as India, Iran, Turkey, Saudi
Arabia, Brazil, and South Africa, to grasp the
intrinsic logic of various degrees of illiberal and
undemocratic states and to elucidate the linkage
between domestic politics and foreign policy.
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Research on Contemporary International Order and Values
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The Research Group on Affairs of the
Middle East (Partnership with INPEX)
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As a new form of industry-academia partnership and a
more flexible system, the "Academic Guidance" system
was established at the University of Tokyo in April
2020. Coincidentally, the first of its kind was the "The
Research Group on Affairs of the Middle East," jontly run
by RCAST’s Division of Religion and Global Security and
INPEX Solutions. Through seminars and lectures directed
for INPEX Group employees and executives, this project
explores the interest in the business environment and seek
in it a new topic of research. The objective and challenge
are to create and nurture opportunities for young
researchers to engage in activities through the framework
of this research group.
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Energy Security Research

The importance of energy security in international politics
was reaffirmed in the wake of Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
Conflicts and international relations involving resource-
producing countries and transit countries affect the energy
situation on a daily basis and have a life-and-death effect
on the political economy of consuming countries. They are
deeply linked to the national systems and international
relations of oil- and gas-producing countries in the Middle
East, Russia, other former members of the Soviet Union,
and Central Asian countries. At ROLES, we are analyzing
the international politics and economics surrounding
energy, incorporating insights from area studies and
security policies, as well as knowledge from real-life
business environments.
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Although religion is rarely an overtly major actor or factor
in contemporary international politics, it often plays an
important role in the context of various events around the
world. At ROLES, we explore these backgrounds with team
members who specialize in religious studies. Further, we
also explore the meaning and significance of ideas that
form the basis of modern politics, such as liberalism and
democracy, by following their historical evolution and
delving into their religious and philosophical backgrounds.
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Research on Religion and Ideology
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RCAST Security Seminars

The prototype of the "open and unrestricted discussion"
that ROLES aims for are the RCAST Security Seminars held
in response to current events and with English as their
lingua franca. Since the first meeting in June 2018, the
RCAST Security Seminars have established themselves as
a forum where experts in international politics, diplomacy,
and security from other countries visiting Japan
speak freely, informally and openly to researchers and
practitioners of the University of Tokyo's Komaba Research
Campus.

10
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China's Science and Technology Policy and
Science and Technology Diplomacy
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China is on the verge of becoming a "scientific and
technological superpower” rivalling the United States, with
particularly remarkable developments in the fields of Al
and advanced quantum technologies. At ROLES, we are
working to clarify what kind of policies China implements
to so dramatically improve its scientific and technological
capabilities, and how it intends to use this scientific and
technological power to expand its influence around the
world, but especially in countries along the Belt and Road
Initiative.
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China-Central Asia Relations

China’s strategic relationship with Central Asia has grown
expansively over the past three decades. Premised on
the security-development nexus, this project seeks to
inform and improve strategic thinking about China’s
growing engagement with Central Asia. In the security
realm, the focus is on the complex interplay of energy
and environmental security, counter-terrorism policy,
and cybersecurity. On the economic development front,

this project offers in-depth analysis of cooperation
priorities (policy coordination, infrastructure connectivity,
unimpeded trade, and financial integration) promoted
under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
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Focusing on the relatively inexpensive availability of high-
resolution satellite imagery, this project is an attempt
to analyze security situations from space that cannot be
ascertained through literature research or field surveys
alone. We aim to contribute to enhancing Japan's
presence in the world by disseminating security analysis
that attracts global attention, particularly with regard to
countries such as Russia, China, and North Korea, which
have a low level of information disclosure.
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Satellite Image Analysis
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Introducing Satellite Image Analysis to
the Media

ROLES’s work on satellite image analysis has received
significant media attention. While research and
investigative reporting using satellite imagery is already
common overseas, it has not yet become nearly as
widespread in Japan. The activities of ROLES will provide
an opportunity to popularize satellite imagery intelligence
in Japan and raise the level of research and reporting.

12
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Policy Simulation Research
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We are building an international network of young
security experts in the Indo-Pacific region to examine
possible future scenarios in the region. In this process, we
are making use policy simulation methods and software to
create emergency scenarios for large-scale disasters, and
to envision and examine possible policies, strategies, and
actions that Japan could take in response.
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Responding to current developments, ROLES regularly
organizes and co-hosts international seminars and
webinars with prominent national and international
experts and practitioners. ROLES's mission is to provide a
forum where the world's latest knowledge on a wide range
of topics, from domestic politics and foreign and security
policies to religion and ideology, can be gathered and
discussed to keep abreast of international developments
and trends.
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International Webinars
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At ROLES, we are engaged in diplomatic history research
focusing on postwar U.S.-Japan relations, particularly
security relations. For example, we are looking at how the
Japan-U.S. Security Treaty was negotiated, revised, and
extended. This kind of historical research on the alliance
between the U.S. and Japan will highlight the diplomatic
and security challenges we face today.
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Research in Diplomatic History
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Building a Diplomatic History Database

N

At ROLES, we are building a database of diplomatic
history, especially diplomatic archives of U.S.-Japan
relations. Based on the recent progress in the release of
historical documents in Japan, we will build an online
database focused on a comparison of Japanese and U.S.
historical documents. additionally, we will add English
translations and English commentary to Japanese
historical documents to promote access and use not only
in Japan but also overseas. This will establish this database
as an international standard for archives and promote the
dissemination of historical awareness based on facts and
historical documents.

14
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Studied in the doctoral program of the Area Studies course of the University of Tokyo's Graduate
School of Arts and Sciences. After working at the Institute of Developing Economies, Japan
External Trade Organization (JETRO) and the International Research Center for Japanese Studies,
he was appointed to RCAST in October 2008, receiving a full professorship in October 2018. He
specializes in Islamic political ideology and area studies of the Middle East.

In 2015, he served as a member of the national committee to determine a counter-strategy to
terror incidents with Japanese fatalities. Major awards include the Suntory Academic Award in
2009, the 69th Mainichi Publishing Culture Award in 2015, and the 12th Yasuhiro Nakasone
Award in 2016.
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Received a Master's degree from Waseda University’s Graduate School of Political Science
in March 2007. After working in the private sector, as a specialized analyst for the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, and at the Institute for Future Engineering, he became a Project Assistant
Professor at RCAST in March 2019 and was promoted to full-time lecturer in January 2022. He
specializes in security theory, international relations, and the military and security policies of
Russia and former Soviet Union countries.

He received the Suntory Academic Award in 2019, and the 18th Yasuhiro Nakasone Award in
2022.
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Received a Ph. D in Politics from the University of New South Wales at Canberra (Australia).
After serving as a research fellow at the Pacific Forum, as visiting lecturer at the Muhammadiyah
University (Indonesia), and visiting professor at Pusan National University’s Department of Global
Studies (ROK), he became a Project Assistant Professor at RCAST in August 2021. He specializes
in security theory, international politics, comparative politics, transportation policy, and area
studies of East Asia.

His major publications include Defense Planning and Readiness of North Korea: Armed to Rule, as
well as English-written articles in journals and newspapers abroad.
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Received a Ph. D in Politics from the Graduate School of Sociology
of Hosei University in March 2007. The chief researcher at the
Japan Forum on International Relations (JFIR) and a Senior
Program Coordinator at RCAST. Her fields of specialization are
contemporary Chinese politics and science and technology policies.
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Studied in the doctoral program at Waseda University Graduate
School of Political Science. Following appointments at the Waseda
Institute of Contemporary Chinese Studies and the International
Center for Chinese Studies at Aichi University, he has been a
Project Researcher at RCAST since July 2020. His research
interests include contemporary Chinese politics, China’s state-
building strategies, and China-Central Asia relations.
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Received a Ph. D in Law and Politics from OSAKA University’s
Graduate School of Law and Politics in March 2021. After working
at Osaka University Center for the Study of Co*Design, he became
a Project Researcher at RCAST in April 2021. His research interest
includes the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty, U.S.-Japan Alliance and
Japan’s diplomatic history.
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Studied in the Ph.D. program at the Committee on the Study of
Religion at Harvard University. After holding various research
positions at RCAST, she has been a Project Researcher since June
2020. Also a visiting lecturer at the Faculty of Philosophy of the
University of Sarajevo from September 2018 through June 2021.
Her research interest includes religion and nationalism, religion
and conflict, and the Balkans area studies.
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Received a Ph. D in Philosophy & Religion from the Hebrew
University (Israel) in November 2016. Following an appointment
as visiting researcher at the University of Heidelberg (Germany), he
became a Project Researcher at RCAST in June 2020.
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Studied in the doctoral program of Asian Cultural Studies of the
University of Tokyo's Graduate School of Humanities and Sociology
with full credit in March 2019. She is a part-time lecturer at
Gakushuin University and Senshu University. She became a
Cooperative Researcher at RCAST. in September 2020.
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2020 # 3 A. RERAFAHKBERAFRERARK
KO- ZELREET. RE4R LY. BILTHK
BEANBRRRAS R - £BINEFEEBAE, RE
A RRERAFERHARMAE > 2 —FHMRA.
2023 F 4 A& EEBMAS, FFREIXILF—F
2RE. WHER - 77U HERNZ

Received a Master's degree Program in International Public Policy
from the Graduate School of Public Policy of the University of Tokyo's
in March 2020. In April of the same year, he joined the Japan Oil,
Gas and Metals National Corporation (JOGMEC). In September 2020
he became a Cooperative Researcher at RCAST. He was appointed as
visiting researcher in April 2023, specializing in energy security and
resource diplomacy with the Middle East and Africa.
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